CHAPTER  XL

THE EMPERORS IN ITALY; FREDERICK BARBAROSSA.

THE reign of Frederick the First, better known tinder
his Italian surname Barbarossa, is the most brilliant in
the annals of the Empire. Its territory had been \vider j
under Charles, its strength perhaps greater under Henry
the Third, but it never appeared in such pervading vivid
activity, never shone with such lustre of chivalry, as under
the'prince whom his countrymen have taken to be one of
their national heroes, and who is still, as the half-mythic
type of Teutonic character, honoured by picture and
statue, in song and in legend, through the breadth of the
German lands. The reverential fondness of his annalists
and the whole tenour of his life go far to justify this
admiration, and dispose one to believe that nobler motives
were joined with personal ambition in urging him to
assert so haughtily and carry out so harshly those im-
perial rights in which he had such unbounded confidence.
Under his guidance the Transalpine power made its
greatest effort to subdue the two antagonists which then
threatened and were fated in the end to destroy it-
Italian nationality and the Papacy.

Even before Gregory VITs time it might have been
predicted that two such potentates as the Emperor and
the Pope, closely bound together, yet each with preten-
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